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Strategic Considerations in Promoting Industrial Transfer
and Rturn Migration in China

Gu Shengzu  Sun Xiangdong Liu Jiangri

Abstract: Industrial fransfer and return migration have been occurring simultaneously in China. This
article describes and examines the changing situation of this new phenomenon. The share of manufac—
turing sector has been declining in more developed eastern areas which are being transferred to central
and west areas with an increasing return migration to central and west areas. The article argues that
this new phenomenon can promote proper division of industry reduce high social and economic cost of
migration of rural workers and help to build a rational urban system. It is proposed that governments
should value and follow the laws of market and promote the integration of industrial transfer and return
migration. Policy suggestions in doing so are discussed.
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Figure 1  GDP Growth Rate of Different Provinces: Comparison between 2011 and 2008
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Table 1 ~ Geographical Distribution of the Total Investment in Fixed Assets, 2003 —2011

R 5 (%)
S
75 3 4 X il PN AAHE RoH R
2003 19.5 20.9 57.8 1.7
2004 19.5 21.5 57.3 1.7
2005 19.9 22.1 56. 1 1.9
2006 20.0 23. 4 54.8 1.8
2007 20.6 24.9 52.7 1.8
2008 20.8 26.3 50. 8 2.2
2009 22.1 27.3 48.0 2.6
2010 22.3 27.9 47.4 2.4
2011 23.1 27.5 47.5 1.8
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Table 2 Growth Rate of Migrant Workers in Different Regions, 2009 —2011
2009 4 2010 4 2011 4
RELER HAFITHREK REIEA HAFIHREK REIEK HRFIHRE
K E(R) ITHEE(%) HHKE(D) IHKE(R) WHHEE(%) ITHER(%)
AH 1.9 3.2 5.4 6.2 4.4 7.9
AR 3.1 2.4 4.5 4.8 3.1 4.8
3R 3 X 0.9 2.1 6.8 7.5 4.0 8.2
RSN 1.2 7.4 5.4 9.4 6.8 8.3

A B B Rt A RAT S R K T YA & 4R 45 (2009,2011) . B K43t B W 3k hitp: //www. stats. gov. en/tjfx/fxbg/.
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Table 3 Return Migration in 10 Villages in Jiangxi Province

©l % &) A4 Ak B9 mA A LIA

I = % = %
Fh REI sl Ad alhdk E sl HAEE
. . Ak 4k & ]
AB(A) (A) AB(A) A (A) (A
2002 6911 537 94 63 14 77 58 18
2007 8305 1825 285 241 29 270 1230 116
WEE(%) 20.2 239.9 203.2 282.5 107. 1 250. 6 2020. 7 544. 4
FA KRR SR P B RR TR FEA 5. LT & R4, 2009: 212
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